
Feline Hyperthyroidism:
Diagnosis

Signalment:
•	 95% of cats with hyperthyroidism are 

older than 9 years 
•	 ≤6 years extremely unlikely
•	 No sex or breed predisposition

History:
•	 Weight loss despite a normal or increased appetite 
•	 Polyphagia, hyperactivity, nervousness or restlessness, 

vomiting, diarrhea, polydipsia and polyuria, poor hair coat
•	 Aggression or behavioral changes
•	 Sometimes no relevant medical history

Physical examination:
•	 Palpable cervical mass (enlarged thyroid lobe or 

“thyroid slip”) in >95% of the cases
•	 Low body condition score, muscle wasting
•	 Tachycardia (>220 bpm), arrhythmia, or systolic 

heart murmur
•	 Dehydration
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