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Candidates must provide proof of payment of both the application fee (€300) and the 
examination fee (€1,500). 

Payment confirmation should clearly indicate the candidate’s name, the date of payment, and 
the amount paid. 

Fees are non-refundable in cases of failed applications or examination attempts. 

The FECAVA Advanced Veterinary Clinician (FAVC) examination is conducted twice annually, in 
June and November.



APPLICATION PERIODS 



January – June: Applications for the November examination of the same year. 

July – December: Applications for the June examination of the following year. 



Application Fee: €300 

Incomplete applications must be supplemented with the required material within six months at 
no additional cost. 

Application fees for unsuccessful or withdrawn applications are non-refundable. 



Examination Fee: €1,500



Fees for failed examination attempts are non-refundable. 



Candidates may sit the examination a maximum of three times within a five-year period. 

The examination comprises two components: a theoretical (written) part and a practical (oral) 
part, conducted over two consecutive days. 



1. Examination Committee: 

The committee consists of minimum two examiners. 



2. Language of Examination: 

The examination is conducted in English. 

In exceptional circumstances, a combination of English and the candidate’s native language 
may be permitted, with the assistance of qualified translators. 

6. CONFIRMATION OF PAYMENT OF APPLICATION AND EXAMINATION FEES 

EXAMINATION – GENERAL INFORMATION 

EXAMINATION PROCESS 
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3. Theoretical Part: 

Format: short-answer questions, essays, and multiple-choice questions. 

Duration: 2–3 hours. 



4. Practical Part: 

Candidates must present and demonstrate their practical work, which may include 
interpretation of blood analyses, case discussions, radiography, ultrasonography, and 
microscopic examinations. 

Duration: 4–5 hours. 



5. Examination Conduct: 

The use of mobile phones, personal computers, other electronic devices, books, or any 
reference material is strictly prohibited throughout the examination. 

Examiners monitor candidates to ensure compliance. 



6. Passing Criteria: 

A minimum of 60% is required in the theoretical part. 

A minimum overall score of 60% is required in the practical part. 

Candidates who fail will receive their overall score and the passing threshold, with sub-scores 
provided for each knowledge domain to assist future study. 



7. Results and Scheduling: 

Confidential results of the written examination are provided shortly after completion. 

The practical/oral examination is scheduled on the day following the written component. 

Candidates who fail the theoretical part are excluded from the practical examination. 

Results are not communicated by telephone. 

Certificates for successful candidates are awarded during a formal ceremony at the 
conclusion of the examination. 



8. Retaking the Examination: 

Unsuccessful candidates may retake the examination in subsequent years, subject to 
registration and payment of fees. 

A maximum of three attempts is permitted within a five-year period. 

Credential documents previously accepted are generally valid for subsequent attempts; 
however, the examiners may request additional documentation before a new attempt. 



9. Certification: 

Candidates whose credentials are accepted and who pass the examination are awarded 
FECAVA Advanced Veterinary Clinician (FAVC) status, with all associated rights and 
responsibilities. 

FAVC status is valid for ten years. Continuation requires completion of Maintenance of 
Certification requirements prior to expiry. 

Successful candidates receive a printed certificate suitable for framing. Spelling is verified prior 
to printing. Certificates are presented personally during the ceremony and subsequently 
mailed. 



10. Annual Registration Fees: 

FAVC certification requires an annual renewal fee of €150, payable from 1–31 January each 
year, to support administrative functions and maintain certification. 
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Knowledge requirements 

1. INTERNAL MEDICINE 

2. SURGERY 

3. GYNAECOLOGY, OBSTETRICS, AND ANDROLOGY 

4. ANAESTHESIA, EMERGENCY MEDICINE, AND INTENSIVE CARE 

In-depth clinical diagnosis, therapy, and prophylaxis of internal medicine conditions and 
diseases. 

Specialised diagnostic procedures, including radiography, ultrasonography, endoscopy, 
electrocardiography, and basic knowledge of CT and MRI imaging. 

Clinical laboratory diagnostics, including performance and interpretation of laboratory 
findings. 

Diagnosis, therapy, and prevention of infectious diseases, parasitic infections, and zoonoses. 

Diagnosis and management of metabolic, neurological, dermatological, oncological, geriatric, 
ophthalmological, toxicological, cardiac, dental, and immune-mediated diseases. 

Management of neonatal and juvenile diseases (paediatrics) and geriatric conditions. 

General surgical principles and techniques. 

Sterilisation, disinfection, antisepsis, and implementation of clinical hygiene practices. 

Diagnosis and surgical management of conditions affecting the abdomen, thorax, reproductive 
system, musculoskeletal system, skin, eyes, and oral cavity. 

Diagnostics and surgical treatment of oncological diseases. 

Neutering procedures for both male and female animals. 

Diagnosis and management of wounds and injuries 

Diagnosis and therapy of diseases of the female and male reproductive systems. 

Management of puerperal diseases. 

Determination of optimal timing for mating. 

Obstetric management, including both conservative and surgical interventions. 

Supervision of breeding programmes and reproductive health. 

Indications, methods, and techniques for local and general anaesthesia, including injectable and 
inhalational anaesthesia, with appropriate monitoring. 

Monitoring, therapy, and care of intensive care patients. 

Emergency procedures for life-threatening conditions, including cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

Pain assessment and management. 
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5. CLINICAL NUTRITION 

6. KNOWLEDGE OF RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

Species-appropriate and performance-oriented nutrition for growing, adult, and geriatric 
animals. 

Dietary management of various diseases, as well as nutritional support during pregnancy and 
lactation. 

Understanding of laws pertaining to animal welfare, radiation protection, pharmaceuticals, and 
animal disease control. 

Candidates are required to submit a comprehensive List of Clinical Procedures together with their 
examination application. This list should:



Document all significant clinical procedures performed by the candidate, including diagnostic, 
therapeutic, surgical, and preventive interventions relevant to companion animal practice. 

Indicate the type of procedure, the number of cases performed, and the approximate dates or 
period during which the procedures were conducted. 

Demonstrate the candidate’s breadth of experience and competence across all relevant areas 
of veterinary practice. 

Be structured clearly and chronologically to facilitate review by the Examination Committee. 



Submission of this list is mandatory and forms an essential part of the application for FECAVA 
Advanced Veterinary Clinician (FAVC) recognition. 

LIST OF CLINICAL PROCEDURES 

Procedure

Internal medicine

No.

1.

Number

1.1. ECG 25

1.2. Cytology (including blood smears) 40

1.3. Bone marrow puncture 2

1.4. X-ray examination 100

1.5. X-ray contrast examination 10

1.6. Ultrasound examination 100

1.7. Puncture of body cavities and hollow organs 20

1.8. Endoscopy 10

1.9. Interpretation of laboratory reports 50
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2.1. Eyelid surgery 6

2.2. Nictitating membrane surgery and/or conjunctival graft 6

2.3. Eye globe enucleation or repositioning 6

2.4. Enteroanastomosis/enterotomy 5

2.5. Cystotomy 5

2.6. Splenectomy and/or nephrectomy 3

2.7. Ovaryo (hyster)-ectomy 5

2.8. GDV, gastric and intestinal surgery 3

2.13. Dog, male and female 10

2.14. Cat, male and female 10

2.15. Pets, male and female 10

2.16. Surgery for cryptorchidism abdominal / inguinal 3 each

2.17. Ear haematoma surgery or otitis externa ot media surgery 8

2.18. Tooth extraction single-rooted 12

2.19. Tooth extraction multi-rooted 10

2.10. Fracture treatment (also conservative) 5

2.11. Reduction of a dislocation 3

2.12. Assistance with joint and bone surgery 5

Surgery

Eye

Abdomen

Castration

Head

Musculoskeletal system

2.

2.9
Lameness diagnostics at least five each for forelimbs, hindlimbs 
and spine 30

2.20. Periodontal care 5

2.21. Soft palate, nares, nose, BOAS surgery 2
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2.22. Tumor surgery 20

2.23. Mastectomy 10

2.24. Extensive wound revision 10

2.25. Urethrotomy/Urethrostomy 5

2.26. Inguinal hernia surgery 3

2.27. Perineal hernia surgery 2

3.1.  Endoscopy 10

3.2.  Vaginal cytology/ time determination 10

3.3.  Sonography – pregnancy, pyometra 20

3.4.  Caesarean section 5

4.1. Local anaesthesia 15

4.2. Injection anaesthesia 25

4.3. Inhalation anaesthesia 25

4.4.  Monitoring of intensive care patients 25

Other

Gynaecology, obstetrics, andrology

Anaesthesia

Intensive care

Emergency medicine, anesthesia, intensive care medicine 4.

3.

SUBMISSION OF CLINICAL PERFORMANCES 

All clinical performances must be documented in the application using the following table format. 
This ensures consistency and allows the Examination Committee to efficiently review the 
candidate’s experience. All entries should be accurate, verifiable, and clearly presented. This table 
will form a key part of the assessment for FAVC certification. The table should include, at minimum, 
the following columns: 

No

1

2

3

Case No Date History Procedure Diagnosis Treatment Prognosis Outcome
Patient


signalement
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DOCUMENTATION OF CLINICAL PROCEDURES 

CASE REPORTS 

History includes presenting complaint, duration, and relevant background. 

Procedure lists all diagnostics performed, including imaging, lab work, or special tests. 

Diagnosis is the final clinical diagnosis, supported by findings. 

Treatment details medical, surgical, and supportive interventions. 

Prognosis / Outcome summarises the response, recovery, or ongoing management. 



This format allows candidates to demonstrate breadth of clinical experience, thorough 
documentation, and adherence to professional standards. 

Candidates are required to have performed and documented a minimum of 500 cases of the 
listed procedures. All cases must be recorded in tabular form and confirmed by the training 
supervisor. The presentation of cases should follow the prescribed “Tabular Case Documentation” 
model.



The procedures listed under section 2 (Surgery) may correspond to the patients documented 
under section 1(Internal Medicine). 

It is permissible to substitute individual procedures with equivalent procedures; recognition of 
equivalence is at the discretion of the Examination Committee. 

The tabular case documentation must be maintained by the trainee in accordance with the 
model provided and organised following the order of the procedure catalogue. 

Each entry must be signed by the authorised training supervisor and submitted at the time of 
registration for the examination. 



This structured documentation ensures transparency, verifiability, and a standardised assessment 
of clinical experience for FAVC certification. 

Candidates are required to submit three case reports, each addressing a different topic from the 
FAVC knowledge requirements. 



Each report must be a minimum of 800 words and not exceed 1,500 words. 

The total word count must be indicated beneath the case report number. 

Word count does not include figure legends, bibliography, or appendices. 



Each case report must be structured as follows: 

 

1. Case Number 

2. History – Detailed presentation of the patient’s background and presenting complaint. 

3. Clinical Investigation – Summary of the diagnostic work-up performed. 

4. Problem List – Key clinical problems identified. 

5. Differential Diagnosis – Possible conditions considered and rationale for inclusion/exclusion. 

6. Further Diagnostics – Additional tests or procedures undertaken to refine the diagnosis.  

NOTES ON USING THIS TABLE:  



12.FECAVA Advanced Veterinary Clinician for Companion Animals 

7. Diagnosis – Final diagnosis, supported by clinical evidence. 

8. Prognosis – Assessment of expected outcome based on clinical findings. 

9. Treatment – Therapeutic plan implemented, including medical, surgical, or supportive 
interventions. 

10. Outcome – Clinical response, follow-up, and resolution of the case. 

11. Discussion – Analysis of the case in the context of current literature, including lessons learned 
and relevance to veterinary practice. 

12. References – Cited literature following standard academic formatting. 

13. Supportive Material – Relevant supplementary data such as radiographs, laboratory results, or 
images. 



Case reports must demonstrate the candidate’s clinical reasoning, problem-solving skills, and 
professional competence, and should be presented with clarity and academic thoroughness. 

ATTACHMENTS 

The following documents are provided to support candidates in preparing their FAVC application 
and examination materials: 



1. Templates for Case Presentations – Standardised templates to guide the preparation and 
submission of case reports, ensuring consistency and compliance with FECAVA requirements. 

2. Statement of Professional Conduct – Official template for obtaining a formal declaration from 
the national veterinary authority or association, verifying the candidate’s professional integrity and 
good standing. 

3. Recommended Reading List – A list of key texts and resources to assist candidates in 
preparation for the theoretical and practical components of the FAVC examination. 

4. Detailed Tabular Case Documentation example. 
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